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THE LAWYER PRESENTSThe ever-continuing search for legal standards in the field of
free speech is the subject-matter of the first lead article in this
initial issue of Volume XXXI of the Lawyer. Written by Dean
Joseph O'Meara of the Notre Dame Law School, the article discusses some of the problems which arise in any attempt to define
the limits of free speech. But, regardless of the difficulty, the
law must be vigilant in this delicate area. A distinguished judge
has emphasized the point in these telling words: "....

we must not

yield a foot upon demanding a fair field and an honest race to
all ideas." LEARNED HAND, THE SPIRIT or LIBERTY 284 (1953).
That legislative interpretation is no simple task the great majority of the members of the bench and bar will no doubt agree.
That the final effect of a great number of legislative enactments is
not what had been originally intended will also be attested to by
a good many legislators. The usual consensus of opinion is that,
".. . members of the Legislature accuse lawyers of technicality
and prolixity in composition. Judges and lawyers accuse the Legislature of framing obscure, contradictory, ill-considered, ill-digested, and, sometimes, unintelligible laws." Mackay, The Art of
Legal Composition, 3 L.Q. P~v. 331 (1887). Reed Dickerson explains the basic and painstaking steps necessary to remedy this
situation and bring about the more effective composition of legislative enactments. Mr. Dickerson is eminently qualified to speak
out on the subject. In addition to his many articles in law reviews, he is the author of PRODUCTS LIABILITY AND THE FOOD CONSUMER (1951) and an important recent contribution in the field
of legislation, LEGISLATIVE DRAFTING (1954), which is reviewed
in this issue. He is now Chief of the Codification Section, Office
of the General Counsel, Department of Defense.
'Not only graduates of the Notre Dame Law School but legal
educators as well will be interested in the progress of the Practice Court at Notre Dame. Professor Edward F. Barrett and Honorable Luther M. Swygert, Judge of the United States District
Court for the Northern District of Indiana, have ably directed
this unique program. Its operations and objectives are explained
in our third lead article. Through the use of weekly jury trials a
great deal of enthusiasm for trial work has been aroused among
participating students. Professor Barrett, a contributor to the
Lawyer and other legal periodicals and magazines, was the editor of the NOTRE DAME NATURAL LAW INSTITUTE PROCEEDINGS.
(1949-1951).

